
Chord Charts 
for Tunes in the Book 
“New Techniques for 

5 String Banjo 
Volume 1 Beginner” 

 



 
As noted in Appendix A of my book “New Techniques for Beginner Banjo” I am providing pdfs of 
chord charts for all of the songs listed below. You can print out these charts for use in your 
practice.  
 
You will hear these on the audio download as played by the guitar and, in some cases, the 
banjo. The charts are written in standard notation for “rhythm guitar.” 
 
Each slash line (/) represents one beat of a measure where either a single note is picked, or 
multiple strings are strummed (for banjo, two-string plucks). In the first measure of the very first 
song (“Fretting Fingers Workout”) you are sown what the guitar and the banjo are doing to play 
these accompaniments. The songs are arranged in two sections. Section One contains songs 
with four beats per measure and Section Two, songs with three beats per measure. It’s highly 
recommended that you try to play all of these accompaniments on your banjo. It’s a skill you will 
need when you sit in to jam with others. 
 
Section 1: Tunes with Four Beats per Measure 
 

Fretting Fingers Workout 
“Ode to Joy” 

“Long, Long Ago” 
“Can Can”; “Simple Gifts” 

 “Camptown Races”; Higher Notes 
Banjo Exercise I 

How to Use Banjo Imitato 
“Oh! Susanna” 

Banjo Exercise II 
“Shortnin’ Bread” 

Banjo Rocking Exercise 

“Red River Valley” 
Look Ma No Left Hand 

Final Exam 
“Cripple Creek” 

 
Section 2: Tunes with Three Beats per Measure 
 

“The Irish Washerwoman” 
“Garry Owen” 

“Home on the Range” 
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